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QWhen did the new legal requirements

start?

AIn December 2004, Scottish Ministers

approved a registration scheme for

Certification of Construction (Electrical

Installations to BS 7671). It allows Approved

Certifiers of Construction to certify the

compliance of all aspects of electrical

installation construction and commissioning

work with the Building (Scotland) Regulations

2004.

QWhere can I find out more information

about the new legal requirements?

AMore information can be obtained from

the Building Standards Division’s website

at www.sbsa.gov.uk. The Building Standards

Division is responsible for writing the Scottish

building regulations and the national functions

related to the new building standards system.

Originally known as the Scottish Building

Standards Agency, the Building Standards

Division has been re-integrated into Scottish

Government and has become part of a new

directorate for the Built Environment which

includes planning and architectural policy.

QWhy have the rules been introduced?

AThe purpose of the Building (Scotland)

Regulations 2004, as defined by the

Building (Scotland) Act 2003, is to secure the

health, safety, welfare and convenience of

people, to further the conservation of fuel and

power, and to further the achievement of

sustainable development, with respect to the

design, construction, demolition and

conversion of buildings and the provision of

services, fittings and equipment in or in

connection with buildings. 

QIf I want some electrical work carried out,

do I need to apply for a warrant (get

legal permission) from a Verifier of my local

authority (usually undertaken by the Building

Standards Department) before the work

starts?

AIt depends on the nature of the work.

The table [left] gives guidance on

electrical work for domestic buildings; there is

a similar table available from the the Building

Standards Division for non-domestic buildings.
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QWhat is the process for applying for a

warrant?

AThe process is shown in the diagram

below, which is based on that in the

Procedural Handbook, available on the the

Building Standards Division’s website at

www.sbsa.gov.uk.

QWhy should I use an installer who is

registered with a registration scheme for

Certification of Construction (Electrical

Installations to BS 7671)?

AThe advantages include:

• the installer can deal with all the new 

requirements

• the installer will provide the householder 

with an authenticated certificate to 

confirm that the work carried out 

complies with the building regulations, 

and was undertaken by a competent 

installer

• there will be a refund on the building 

warrant fee

• there will be access to a formal complaints

procedure if there is reason to believe that

the work does not comply with the 

building regulations.

QWhat will happen if I do not follow the

Building Regulations?

AThe electrical installation might not be

safe. Also:

• there will be no record of the work done

• there may be a difficulty selling your home

if you do not have the right electrical

safety certificates

• an offence may currently result in a fine up

to a maximum figure of £5000, with an

additional charge of £50 per day if the

offence continues

• in certain circumstances the local authority

may carry out required remedial works in

order to achieve compliance and may

recover from the owner of the property

any expenses reasonably incurred by it in

doing so.

QWhere can I find out more information

about electrical safety?

AInformation about electrical safety is

available at: www.esc.org.uk

QHow can I find a registered installer to

carry out my electrical installation work in

Scotland?

AThe only definitive list of registered

installers is held by the Building Standards

Division on their website at www.sbsa.gov.uk,

under the approved providers of the Certifiers

of Construction (Electrical Installations to

BS 7671) scheme. If an installer’s name does

not appear on the list, they are not approved 

to certify work in compliance with the

Building (Scotland) Regulations 2004.

The following organizations are approved by

the Scottish Government for the registration

of installers to carry out electrical installation

work in compliance with the Building

(Scotland) Regulations 2004. 

Copies of this information can be

downloaded from the Council’s website:

www.esc.org.uk

If doubt about whether some
aspect applies,may obtain a view from

the Building Standards Division 

NICEIC Group Ltd
Phone: 0870 013 0382
Website: www.niceic.com

SELECT
Phone: 0131 445 5577
Website: www.select.org.uk


