
Is the cable surface mounted or in a 
wall or partition?

See Note 2
Needs to be suitable for location 

but no further protection is 
required for the cable

See Note 1

Surface

Buried

Reg 522.6.6
Applies

Use a cable with an earthed metallic 
covering  that complies with either 

BS5467, BS6346, BS6724. BS7846, 
BSEN 60702-1 OR BS8436

Enclose cable in 
earthed metallic 
conduit to BSEN 

61386

Enclose cable in 
earthed trunking to 

BSEN 50085

Mechanically protect 
cable to prevent 

penetration/damage

Provide 30mA RCD Protection, operating at a time not 
exceeding 40ms at a residual operating current of 150mA,  if 
the installation is NOT under the supervision of a skilled or 

instructed person
(522.6.7)

Bury cable deeper than 50mm 
from surface of wall or partition 
(measured from both sides if 

applicable)

Install within 
‘safe’ zones

Either

AND

Either

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

Provide 30mA RCD Protection with an 
operating time not exceeding 40ms at a 

residual operating current of 150mA

NO or
Not Known

Follow the requirements of 522.6.6 if the 
cable is installed at a depth of 50mm or 

less from the surface
AND

Does wall or 
partition have 
metallic parts?Is the installation 

under the 
supervision of a 

skilled or instructed 
person?
(522.6.8)

YES

YES

NO

Note 1: Unless required by other external influences (Refer to Chapter 52 in BS 7671: 2008)

Note 2: For example, of metal frame construction with plasterboard cladding


