
Snags and Solutions
Preface

What are the changes to the colours of fixed wiring?

The changes to the colour identification of conductors in fixed wiring are introduced,
amongst other things, by Amendment No 2 to BS 7671 which was published on 
31 March 2004. The new colours are the harmonized colours. The changes were
effective from that day and from 1 April 2006 are a requirement. It is not permitted to
wire a new installation using a mixture of the old and the new colours. 

The Regulations cited in the following explanation are taken from Amendment no 2 of
BS 7671.
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SINGLE-PHASE INSTALLATIONS
The traditional colours of red and black for the phase and neutral conductors are replaced
by the familiar colours of brown and blue (Regulations 514-03-01 and 514-04 refer). 
A neutral conductor, where identified by colour, must be identified by the colour blue
(Regulation 514-04-01) and protective conductors remain green-and-yellow (Regulation
514-04-02).

New single-phase installations

A new installation should be wired in the colours of brown, blue and green-and-yellow.



Switch wires.
Where a twin-and-earth cable
with brown and blue
conductors is used as a
switch drop, both insulated
conductors are phase
conductors and the blue
conductor must be suitably
marked at its terminations.
Such marking will normally be
accomplished by brown
sleeving.

Intermediate and two-way
switch wires.
Where a three-core and earth
flat cable with cores coloured
brown, black and grey is used
as a switch wire and all three
conductors are phase
conductors, the black and
grey conductors must, once
again, be suitably marked and
this will normally be realised
by using brown sleeving.
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